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 The human heart when it is a reflection of God’s heart can be trusted 

to act instinctively with compassion, without boundaries. On the other hand, 

layers and layers of social convention, life’s experiences, and cultural      

expectations automatically build in bias, prejudice, and discriminatory     

behavior.  The Hospitable Samaritan has transcended commonly held social 

conventions that everyone else involved seems to understand and accept as 

part of life on the road between Jerusalem and Jericho. One cannot move 

gracefully back and forth through enemy lines by being filled with hatred or 

fear, or ‘important scruples.’  God, exemplified by the Samaritan does it 

most well. 
 

 Ultimately this story may be about the man who is lying in the ditch.  

He is probably the Christ figure, the mystic one, the suffering servant, the 

King and Creator of the Universe who is the most vulnerable and helpless 

one in it. Perhaps it is a Passion prediction. 

 The nice thing is that Jesus tells a story and gives us leave to        

interpret it in a multitude of ways.  So for me the Samaritan is God---totally 

non-aligned, perfectly non-partisan, loving and relating to all in a fractured 

world. Possible political affiliations hinted at in this story are as follows: 

The victim, an Essene. Then a Priest.  Then a Levite. Of course, the Samari-

tan, the mean bandits, representing Zealot patriots, and the innkeeper, many 

of whom were Romans, often retired soldiers.  Six political groups are de-

scribed, none of which felt terribly benevolent toward one another. 
… /// ... 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   “THE GOD SAMARITAN HOSPITABLE” 
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “The God Samaritan Hospitable” 

 The question of who is the neighbor and conversely how can one be 

a good neighbor has to do with the ability to respond in an authentically  

human manner to human need.  Again for Luke the issue of hospitality is 

key here.  True neighborliness requires a certain giving up of self.  Non-

alignment. Non-hidden agenda. Non-affiliation. Non-ulterior motivation. 

And non-fear for self.  Behavior outside the narrow strictures of self-

justification. We say, “thinking outside of the box.” That suggests that we 

recognize and react to boxes of our own imagining, which suggests a mind-

set of prejudging prior to dutiful empathy.  The Samaritan intuits and inter-

acts appropriately without any awareness of equilaterally parallelogrammed 

enclosed social constructs. What box? You see a box?  I don’t see a box. 
 

 In this story that Jesus tells so masterfully, he describes a situation 

on a road known to everyone as “The Bloody Way.” It is fair to assume that 

any encounters on this road were fearsome. Prudent conduct on this road 

meant moving as fast as possible to avoid ambush and assault. Pay neces-

sary bribes for so-called safe passage, keep a low profile and be ready to run 

or fight for your life. 
 

 Into this No Man’s Land, Jesus inserts the character of the neighbor-

ly, hospitable Samaritan. (Only 37 verses prior to this account, Luke        

explains how James and John are trying to talk Jesus into nuking Samaritans 

for allegedly refusing hospitality to the disciples.)  Jesus always points to 

God and never to himself.  The character of the Hospitable Samaritan over 

shadows the character of the victim of ruthless culture. 

 Some of you are avid readers and you know the work of modern      

novelist, Lee Child.  His adventure/crime fiction is delightfully exciting to 

read.  His advice to aspiring writers is to develop the character of the protag-

onist.  If the character is good, the plot will follow.  People will always for-

get the plot and never forget the character. Everybody knows the Lone 

Ranger, and nobody can remember the actual plot of a Lone Ranger tale. 

  
… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “The God Samaritan Hospitable” 

And Lee Child’s main character is Jack Reacher, an ex-military policeman, 

a wanderer, a loner with no visible means of support, quietly dangerous,  

utterly fearless, and extremely capable in any situation, with a deep sense of 

justice, fairness, and personal integrity.  
 

 The Hospitable Samaritan is the Jack Reacher of Jesus’s story. By      

description and inference he exhibits several admirable characteristics.             

He knows the road and the rest stops.  He knows the dangers and is prepared 

for anything including self-defense. He develops relationships on the 

Bloody Way.  The road was his home.  
 

 He had a schedule and could be trusted by innkeepers.  He had a 

good relationship with nature, specifically his pack animal. He was in good 

shape and could walk the distance. He had resources of water, wine and oil. 

He knew first aid.  Religious taboos didn’t prevent him from performing 

holy acts of anointment in secular places.  He was temperate----he hadn’t 

drunk up all the wine.  He was generous.  He had empathy.  He was not too 

busy to suffer a major interruption by taking responsibility for the situation 

in which he found himself. He had hope. 
 

 Wow, what a story! This parable is elicited from the mind of Jesus 

by a debate opponent who “desires to justify himself.” It subtly describes 

self-justifying behavior by Zealots, Priests, Levites, and even by a helpless 

victim who could self-justify as a holy martyr. But the Godly Samaritan  

redeems and raises up the whole situation along with the help of his hench-

man, the despised innkeeper.  
 

 So how do I self-identify in this story?  I can understand the heated 

blood of a Zealot, prone to violent self-justification, righteous indignation, 

and a Robin Hood way of doing business. I can understand the cool         

rationalizations of the holy ones who are set apart and cannot afford to lose 

time and energy in giving simple mercy. (Don’t bother me, I’m writing a 

sermon.)  I know I’m not good enough or strong enough to stand in the    

hyper-capable shoes of the Samaritan.   
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See you in worship   …………   Bergy 

This leaves me two options:  
 

1. On bad days, I need rescue.  I’m in the ditch, too beat up and strung out 

to justify myself.  But even near death, I am sharing ditch time with He 

who  justifies the whole universe from the fatal ditch of his cross, cruci-

fied by the self-justification of others. So it’s okay.  I’m safe. Love God 

all the way. 

2. On good days, I can be God’s happy henchman innkeeper, and take care 

of the world of pain that He brings to me for healing. God trusts me. He 

will provide the resources, and if I go over budget, He’ll repay when He 

comes back. Love your neighbor.   

 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “The God Samaritan Hospitable” 

 

EAST SPRING BRANCH FOOD PANTRY 
 

NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS WITH TRUCKS.   
 

 

We have an opportunity to collect more food for our guests, but we need 

your help.   
 

Pick up food in our neighborhood early (even 6 or 8 a.m.) and deliver to the 

pantry Monday or Thursday.  If you work, you can go early and be done  

before going to work.    

 Call Mary White 281-799-6752 
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We've packed Spectacular Summer Sundays in August! 
 
  

  

The Harbor Light Choir will visit on August 14.  All these groups have been 

with us in the past so we know you'll enjoy their music and leading worship. 

We hope their visit will  inspire you to worship God more fully and more 

widely yet love and appreciate our traditional worship. 

Cathy Elijah 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

 

Members of the Friendship Club who have signed up to attend "Opry in 

Humble" August 12, 2016, need to give Madelyn Price $15.00 (price per 

ticket for show) by  August 7th. As of July 10, fifteen (15) people have 

signed up to attend this event;   remember that the bus will not roll with less 

than 15 people. The bus will leave Holy Cross no later than 4:30 p.m. 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB  —  SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 October 22  — Octoberfest at First Lutheran Church in 

            Galveston.    Nancy Beamesderfer 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

JUNE 12, 2016 
 

Church Council meeting was called to order by President Ann Larson 

Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.  In attendance 

were: Pastor Jim Berggren, Ann Larson, Bettie Baring, David      

Garwick, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye Raschke, Wayne Schaper and    

Fredda Yurk.   
 

Pastor Jhon Arroyave, Jay Byerly, Karen Davidson, Ernesto López 

and Warren Schick did not attend.  
 

The minutes from the May Council meeting were unanimously      

approved and were submitted to Crossties and the Website for publi-

cation. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper. He reported 

that May collections were $1,080 greater than expenses; however, 

HCLC year to date expenses were $29,500 less than collections.  The 

checking account balance at 5/31/16 was $146,871, not including  

restricted funds.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved 

as presented.   
 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren reported that it has been a busy three weeks since 

the last Council meeting.  Elsie Schulze’s memorial service was held 

on May 27th.The graduation ceremony for the ELC Pre-Kindergarten 

graduation ceremony was held on May 29 th.  Graduation ceremonies 

for Memorial Hall High School and School of the Woods were also 

held at Holy Cross.  Annette Ramirez’ Quinceañera was held at the 

Church on June 11 th. 
 

Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Bettie Baring gave an update on WELCA’s activities. 
   

 The Women’s Retreat is scheduled for January 28, 2017.   

 Regarding the annual Rummage Sale in October, pickup for items 

is set for September 24 th and 25 th.    
… /// ... 
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 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — June 12, 2016 

As discussed previously, there will be no food (lunch -type items) sold, 

but there will still be cake and baked goods available for sale.  Wayne 

Schaper reported that per Hillshire Village, we do not need a permit 

for the Rummage Sale.  WELCA is purchasing six tables for the 

church.  
 

Gloria McGarvey and Pat Boessling have headed up a thorough organ-

izing and cleanup of the cabinets and appliances in the kitchen.  
 

Wayne Schaper got permission from the City of Hillshire Village for a 

food truck for the Craft Sale in March 2017.  
 

Council continues the search for technicians to run the Power Point 

presentation during the 9:30am worship service.  The teenage brothers 

originally lined up for this were called into service at their home 

church.  Warren Schick is pursuing leads for a long term solution.   
 

The tree that recently fell in the church property behind the parking lot 

has been cut down and hauled off at a cost of $900, the low bid.  The 

old wooden Holy Cross sign that was sitting in the back parking lot 

had more damage than it seemed at first, and it was also removed.  
 

The doorbell at the Church atrium entrance is broken.  The Grounds 

Committee is working on getting that and the intercom repaired.   
 

New Business: 
 

The Men’s Breakfast Group has proposed and volunteered to provide 

the hot dogs and buns for a July 3 rd Picnic Lunch in the gym.  Calvin 

Remmert, David Garwick and Rich FitzGerald are spearheading this 

campaign.  Julie Kilkenny will make a sign-up poster for parishioners 

to sign up to bring condiments, chips, side dishes, desserts, drinks, etc.   

The church service will feature patriotic songs to begin the festivities.  
 

Pastor Berggren reports that Rich FitzGerald approached him about 

having more continuous communion, as we have a significant number 

of parishioners who have trouble getting up to the altar and then kneel-

ing for communion.   
… /// ... 
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 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — June 12, 2016 

Wayne Schaper pointed out that we have communion at the altar only 

once a month and that there are a significant number of parishioners 

who prefer this method.  After some discussion, Council voted not to 

change the current communion method.  
 

The nursery attendants for the second service have been locked out 

of the mechanical room near the nursery, where the air conditioning 

controls are, for the past few weeks.  Almost certainly this was an 

oversight due to new people opening up the church on Sunday       

morning, which will be corrected.  
 

Wayne Schaper announced that he is retiring from the Spring Branch 

ISD School Board after 55 years with the district.  There will be a 

reception for him before the June 27 th board meeting honoring his 

years of service to the school district.    
       

 

Next Council meeting will be on Sunday, July 17, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.  
 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Kilkenny 

Council Secretary 

 

Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

AUGUST 21, 2016 
 

 

at 11:30 a.m. —Annex 
 

 

Ann Larson 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Ann Larson so that the list can be corrected.   
 

Ann Larson (713) 957-0972  email: larson.berg@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

02 Elaine Snell 

03 Valeska Orellana 

 Samuel Flick 

04 Barbara Sledge 

 Reina Gómez 

06  Doris Pharries 

 Eli Acosto 

 Horacio Gómez 

08 Stan Crick 

09 Adriana Samano 

10 Ricardo Hernandez 

11 Louise McDonnold 

14 Ronald Burns 

15 Fredda Yurk 

16 Roberto Pérez 

17 Candice Roy 

19 Anita Cooper 

21 Brenda Villegas 

22 Donna Fisher 

23 Madelyn Price 

24 Dorsey Mae Alexander 

25 Marilyn Flick 

 María Hernández 

27 Carol Thielemann 

 Jymmy Navarro 

30 John Allcorn Jr. 

COOK, SUZAN 

  63 Ivy Lane 

  Debary, FL 32713 
 

  (281) 701-8681 

GUILFOYLE, GLORIA 

  5317 New Copeland Rd. 

  Apt. # 120 
 

  Tyler, TX  75703 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

08/07/2016 

 

Genesis 

15:1-6 

 

 

33:12-22 

 
 

Hebrews  

11:1-3, 8-16 

 

 

Luke 12:32-40 

 

08/14/2016 

 

Jeremiah    

23:23-29 

 

 

82 

 

Hebrews   

11:29—12:2 

 

 

Luke 12:49-56 

 

08/21/2016 

 

Isaiah  

58:9b-14 

 

 

103:1-8 

 

Hebrews 

12:18-29 

 

 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

08/28/2016 

 

Proverbs  

25:6-7 

 

 

112 

 

Hebrews 

13:1-8, 15-16 

 
 

Luke 14:1, 

7-14 

 
READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 

AUGUST 2016 

YES - the Men’s Breakfast Group did good with the Independence 

Day Hot Dog lunch on 03 July 
 

AND – we have received your Thanks 
 

BUT – you provided condiments, chili, side dishes and desserts to com-

plete the food offering 
 

AND – you contributed enough to the basket for a net $139 which has 

been dedicated to the Hand Bell Repair/Retuning Fund 
 

SO - now it’s our THANKS to YOU! 

          Calvin  
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 
  

JUNE 2016 
 

 

 

 

English Sunday services:  95  

 

Spanish Sunday services:  81 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Roselain Larson 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Betty Valites 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

JUNE 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 24,152.00        

                  Expenses       61,116.85 

                  Balance    <$ 36,964.85> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ……….. $ 185,999.55          

Expenditures year to date  …….     252,557.19 

Balance                                   < $ 66,557.64 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper    

Betty Firth 

Regina Hernández 

Ursula Thurley 

Betty Valites 

PRAYER LIST 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                    Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

 Ann Larson                President 

 Warren Schick        Vice-President 

    Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


